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MEMORANDUM 

G e n e r a l - Cook C o u n t y 
S a n t a Fe (C83-116N) 

C h i c a g o / S t a t e o f I l l i n o i s 

On March 3, 1983, we r e c e i v e d a c o m p l a i n t c o n c e r n i n g a number o f 
drums dumped near 3 4 t h and K e d z i e i n C h i c a g o . C h a r l e s G e b i e n and 
Mary S c h r o e d e r i n v e s t i g a t e d t h e c o m p l a i n t and c o n f i r m e d t h e p r e s e n c e 
of s e v e r a l drums o f g r e e n s l u d g e and a g r e e n l i q u i d . 

On M a r c h 7, 1983 I a c c o m p a n i e d C h a r l i e G e b i e n and Mary S c h r o e d e r to 
the s i t e . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n S a n i t a r y D i s t r i c t 
were a l s o p r e s e n t . We f o u n d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 60 (55 g a l l o n ) drums. 
Some we r e i n good c o n d i t i o n w h i l e o t h e r s were b r o k e n open and 
r u s t e d . A p l a s t i c p l a t i n g t a n k was a l s o o b s e r v e d . Some o f t h e 
drums were l a b e l e d - t h e s e were: 

Thompson Hayward Co. P h o s p h o r i c A c i d TH 
M & T C h e m i c a l s - C h r o m i c A c i d 
^ ' C a t e r p i l l a r - J o l i e t , 111. IM000653 L o t No. 068 5233 
Dow V e r s e n e - Tetraammonium 
Tetraammoniurn s a l t o f e t h y l e n e d i a m i n e t e t r a a c e t i c a c i d 
R I N , I n c . N i c k l e S u l f a t e 55 g a l * drum 
* S t a u f e r C h e m i c a l Co. M e t a c o t e LH - L i q u i d I r o n P h o s p h a t e 

Some o f t h e l i q u i d s we t e s t e d w i t h 
v e r y l o w pH. 

pH p a p e r were f o u n d t o have a 

* The drums l a b e l e d C a t e r p i l l a r on t h e s i d e had t h e S t a u f f e r l a b e l 
s t a m p e d on the l i d s . 

A f t e r we had l o o k e d o v e r t h e s i t e on March 7, 1983, we went t o t h e 
RIN C h e m i c a l Co. t o f i n d o u t .more a b o u t t h e i r o p e r a t i o n and p o s s i b l y 
how t h e i r drums had g o t t e n dumped at t h e s i t e . We f o u n d t h a t t h e y 
b r o k e r p l a t i n g s o l u t i o n s as w e l l as f o r m u l a t e new s o l u t i o n s . The 
company r e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mr. W i l c z e k t o l d us t h a t t h e i r N i c k e l S u l f a t e 
l i q u i d s a r e n o t s o l d i n drums i t i s s o l d o n l y i n s m a l l e r p a i l s . He 
added t h a t p l a t i n g s o l u t i o n s w h i c h c o n t a i n N i c k e l S u l f a t e a r e s o l d 
i n drums. A t t h e t i m e we were t h e r e he w o u l d n o t g i v e us h i s 
c u s t o m e r l i s t , h o w e v e r , he d i d s a y t h a t C a t e r p i l l a r Co. was. n o t one 
of h i s c l i e n t s . 
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DIV IS ION OF C R I M I N A L I N V E S T I G A T I O N 

R O N A L D L. S C H L O S S B E R G 
S P E C I A L A G E N T 

i L 5 3 2 - 0 5 7 0 
G E N E R A L D E L I V E R Y (815) 7 2 6 - 9 1 9 0 

r P A - 9 0 ( R e v , 6 / 7 5 - 2 0 M ) . m i I F T li Rru**i A C T E D ' c n , 



/ 

/ 
Page 2 

L a t e r , I c o n t a c t e d Mr. S a y e r s o f S t a u f f e r C h e m i c a l Co. Drums w i t h 
t h e i r l a b e l s were f o u n d at t h e s i t e . Mr. S a y e r s t o l d me t h a t t h e 
m e t a c o t e was a c o m m e r c i a l c l e a n e r and t h a t t h e d i v i s i o n o f S t a u f f e r 
t h a t p r o d u c e d t h i s m a t e r i a l was s o l d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 1/2 y e a r s ago 
so he was n o t a b l e t o t r a c e t h e drum. 

A f t e r t a l k i n g t o Mr. S a y e r s I c a l l e d C a t e r p i l l a r i n J o l i e t . They 
s a i d t h a t t h e y had n o t p u r c h a s e d m e t a c o t e f o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 
y e a r s . A l s o , a l l o f t h e i r u s e d drums go t o Myer Drum R e c l a i m e r s . 

D u r i n g t h e M a r c h 7 i n v e s t i g a t i o n I t o o k 4 s a m p l e s . 

X110 Was f r o m a drum w i t h a R I N l a b e l p r e l i m i n a r y r e s u l t s show a p H 
o f 0.1 B a r i u m at .4 ppm, Chrome a t 1800 ppm, Cadmium at .15 
ppm, and Lead a t 739.3 ppm. The sample was a g r e e n l i q u i d . 

X l l l Was t a k e n f r o m a n o t h e r R I N drum. T h i s s a m p l e was a l s o a 
l i q u i d , however, t h e r e s u l t s i n d i c a t e t h a t i t d i d n o t c o n t a i n 
a s i g n i f i c a n t q u a n t i t y o f m e t a l s and t h e pH was 4.8. 

X112 Was t a k e n f r o m a drum o f g r e e n s o l i d . N i c k e l o r 'Chrome p l a t e d 
m e t a l p i e c e s were f o u n d i n t h e s e drums. 

X113 Was t a k e n f r o m a drum l a b e l e d M e t a c o t e . T h i s sample was a l s o 
a l i q u i d . The .pH was 0.1, Chrome l e v e l s were a t 800 ppm, 
Cadmium was 0.12 ppm, and l e a d was 5 6.5 ppm. 

( F o u r s a m p l e s were t a k e n by Mary S c h r o e d e r on March 4, 1983. Two o f 
t h e s e s a m p l e s had a pH o f l e s s t h a n 2.) 

D u r i n g .the M a r c h 7 i n v e s t i g a t i o n f i e l d pH t e s t s r e v e a l e d t h a t some 
of t h e m a t e r i a l a t t h e s i t e was h a z a r d o u s . A f t e r i n i t i a l i n q u i r i e s 
a t R I N , S t a u f e r , and C a t e r p i l l a r we c o n t a c t e d t h e I l l i n o i s 
D e p a r t m e n t o f Law E n f o r c e m e n t ' s D i v i s i o n o f C r i m i n a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
R o n a l d S c h l o s s b e r g was a s s i g n e d t o t h i s c a s e [phone no. ( 8 1 5 ) 
7 2 6 - 9 1 9 0 ] . I met w i t h him a t t h e s i t e on March 10, 1983. We went 
o v e r t h e s i t e and I i n f o r m e d h i m of what we -had a c c o m p l i s h e d so f a r . 

We d e c i d e d t h a t f i r s t t h e o w n e r s h i p o f t h e p r o p e r t y s h o u l d be 
e s t a b l i s h e d , Mr. S c h l o s s b e r g was a b l e t o d e t e r m i n e a f t e r c h e c k i n g 
t h e r e c o r d s t h a t p a r t o r a l l o f t h e p r o p e r t y b e l o n g e d t o t h e S a n t a 
Fe R a i l r o a d . I c o n t a c t e d them and a f t e r l o o k i n g i n t o t h e i r r e c o r d s , 
R a i l r o a d • r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s d i s c o v e r e d t h a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1/2 of t h e 
•drums were on r a i l r o a d p r o p e r t y and h a l f were on S t a t e o f I l l i n o i s 
p r o p e r t y . 
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On A p r i l 5, I met w i t h Mr. Langham o f t h e S a n t a Fe R a i l r o a d . He 
t o l d , me t h a t t h e R a i l r o a d w o u l d c o o p e r a t e w i t h t h e S t a t e i n g e t t i n g 
t h e s i t e c l e a n e d up and w o u l d be w i l l i n g t o pay t h e i r s h a r e o f t h e 
c l e a n up c o s t s . He p r o v i d e d me w i t h a c o p y o f t h e s u r v e y o f t h e 
a r e a . . W h i l e I was t h e r e I was a l s o a b l e to. t a l k w i t h t h e f o r m e r 
owner o f t h e l a n d , L a r r y C o r r e y . He t o l d me t h a t he s o l d p a r t o f 
t h e p r o p e r t y t o the C a p i t a l D e v e l o p m e n t B o a r d and p a r t t o the' S a n t a 
Fe a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8-10 y e a r s ago. 

On A p r i l L3, I met w i t h Ron S c h l o s s b e r g o f DCI and Mr. Langham o f 
t h e S a n t a Fe R a i l r o a d a t t h e s i t e . Mr. S c h l o s s b e r g t o l d me t h a t he 
had d e t e r m i n e d i n t h e c o u r s e o f h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n t h a t t h e w a s t e had 
p r o b a b l y come f r o m a m e t a l f i n i s h e r (a s p e c i a l i z e d t y p e o f p l a t i n g 
i n w h i c h N i c k e l o r Chrome i s p l a t e d as a d e c o r a t i v e f i n i s h ) . 
F u r t h e r t e s t s were n e e d e d t o v e r i f y t h i s so s e v e n a d d i t i o n a l s a m p l e s 
were t a k e n a t t h e s i t e . The s a m p l e s t a k e n were as f o l l o w s : 

X201 A w h i t e powder i n a f i b e r drum ( b e l i e v e d t o be t h e same 
m a t e r i a l s a m p l e d on 3/4/83 - X 3 0 1 ) . 

X202 Water f r o m t h e p l a s t i c p l a t i n g t a n k . 

X203 Sample f r o m Dow Drum l a b e l e d V e r s e n e - a d a r k g r e e n l i q u i d . 

X204 A g r e e n 
l a b e l e d 

s o l i d 
X112. 

f r o m a drum s a m p l e d on 3/7/83 

X205 A b r o wn l i q u i d i n a Un i on C a r b i d e drum. 

X206 A l i g h t g r e e n l i q u i d • 

X207 A brown 1' i q u i d f r o m a drum l a b e l e d S u l f u r i c 

LAC: p gb 

c c : N o r t h e r n Regi on 
J i m K e l t y , Emergency R e s p o n s e 
FOS Manager 
J a c k B a r n e t t e , DWPC 
M i k e N e c h v a t a i 
Ron S c h l o s s b e r g , D i v . C r i m i n a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n 


